Academic Freedom and Tenure:

The University of Illinois:

Part I. Report of the Ad Hoc Committee

Dr. Leo F. Koch, Assistant Professor of Biology in

the Division of General Studies at the University of
Illinois, Urbana, was suspended from his academic duties
on April 7, 1960, by President David D. Henry because
of a letter written by Professor Koch and published
in The Daily Illini, the campus paper, on March 18,
1960. On June 14, 1960, the Board of Trustees of the
University ordered that Professor Koch be discharged
and that his contract, which ran until August 31, 1961,
be terminated as of the end of the current academic year,

*The text of this report was written in the first instance by
the members of the ad hoc investigating committee. In accord-
ance with Association practice, the text was then submitted for
consideration by the Association’s standing Committee on
Academic Freedom and Tenure (Committee A), to Professor
Koch and to the Administration of the University of Illinois.
In the light of comments and suggestions received, and with
the editorial assistance of the Association staff, the report has
been revised for publication. The reply of the Administration
offered several corrections on matters it stated were not involved
in Professor Koch’s then pending appeal in litigation he had
instituted against the University; it was accompanied also by
preliminary observations of considerable length, which it au-
thorized to be released to the 44 bor committee and Committee
A, which President Henry had received from the University's
legal counsel after the latter’s review of the draft text. The
University, however, made clear that because of the pending
appeal, it was of the view that adequate institutional comment
on the report could not be accomplished and that accordingly
it was constrained to defer formulation and presentation of a
formal public statement of University position on the report
until an appropriate later time. Following affirmance by the
Illinois Appellate Court of the trial court decision, the Associa-
tion again made inquiry of the Administration; the reply received
called attention to the fact that Professor Koch was still in
a position either to file a request for leave to appeal the matter
to the Illinois Supreme Court or a petition for a writ of
certiorari to the United States Supreme Court. Further com-
munications between the Association and the Administration
ensued, but did not result in receipt of any further comments
from the University on the content of the report. The Associa-
tion has concluded that in view of the present posture of the
litigation and the focus, in any event, of the report on academic
rather than legal judgments, it is appropriate to publish this
report.

Immediately following this report will be found: (1) a
separate statement by the ud hoc committee on “academic re-
sponsibility,” and (2) comments on “academic responsibility” by
individual members of Committee A.
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that is, on August 31, 1960. On complaint of Professor
Koch and the University of Illinois Chapter of- the Asso-
ciation that the suspension, discharge and termination
of contract constituted a violation of academic freedom,
the General Secretary appointed the undersigned com-
mittee to investigate conditions of academic freedom and
tenure at the University of Illinois, with particular
reference to the case of Professor Koch.

The basic documents in the case were made available
to the committee and on May 7, 8, and 9, 1961, the
committee visited the campus of the University of Illinois
at Urbana. The committee received full coustesy and
cooperation from the University authorities and all others
concerned. It interviewed all the chief participants in the
Koch matter, with the exception of Professor Koch him-
self, who was in California. On June 2, two members of
the committee, Professors Butts and Emerson, interviewed
Professor Koch in Washington, D. C.

1. Statement of Facts in the Koch Case

The essential facts in the Koch case are matters of
written record and are not in dispute. Our summary
below is based upon this documentary material, supple-
mented by certain additional facts obtained in our in-
vestigation,

Background of Professor Koch

Professor Koch received the degree of Bachelor of
Science in 1941 from the University of California at
Berkeley and, following service with the armed forces
during the war, obtained a master's degree in 1948 and
a Ph.D. in 1950, both in botany, from the University of
Michigan. After teaching at Bakersfield College and
Tulane University from 1951 to 1955 he was appointed
Assistant Professor of Biology in the Division of General
Studies at the University of Illinois and began his teach-
ing duties there in September, 1955. In 1957, the Uni-
versity of Illinois renewed his contract for two years.
The contract was renewed again in 1959, but Professor
Koch was notified that this appointment was a terminal
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